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Executive Summary

The following report examines the phenomenon of organized online hatred directed at survivors and
victims of the Nova Music Festival massacre, which took place on October 7th, 2023. In the months
and years that followed, FOA documented a sustained and multi-layered digital campaign aimed at
erasing, distorting, and justifying the events of that day — targeting not only the memory of the
massacre but the survivors themselves.

The findings presented here are based on content collected and reviewed by FOA analysts across
major social media platforms, including X (formerly Twitter), Instagram, TikTok, Reddit, and Telegram,
between October 2023 and April 2026. Content was selected to represent the dominant narrative
categories identified during the monitoring period. All screenshots have been preserved as
evidentiary records.

The phenomenon of online hatred toward Nova Festival survivors is a broad, multi-layered digital
campaign aimed at erasing, distorting, or justifying the events of the October 7th massacre. The
following is a summary of the key findings regarding the scope of the phenomenon and the dominant
platforms:

e Organized networks operating at scale: Academic research? has identified networks
comprising thousands of coordinated fake accounts used to spread disinformation targeting
Israeli users and online discourse. Some of these networks are linked to state actors,
primarily Iran, operating to deepen social divisions and spread narratives of insecurity.

Q RDMC

Israel killed 300 Jews at Be'eri and the Nova festival with helicopter

gunships.

A post on X spreading the claim that "Israel killed 300 Jews at Be'eri and the Nova Festival using helicopter gunships" an example of

disinformation content redirecting responsibility for the massacre toward the Israeli military itseh‘.2

e Denial and distortion narratives: The phenomenon ranges from complete denial - claiming
the massacre was a staged event involving "crisis actors" and fake blood, to posts and

' https://ict.org.il/post-October-7th-disinformation-network-operates-on-israeli-social-media/
2 https://x.com/RDMC246071/status/2047672919564701713
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comments that shift blame onto the IDF (through a manipulated framing of the "Hannibal
Directive" or the "Apache myth").

% Christian Nyumbayire (¥, ¥, ‘&, |, £ planet)
| can't stop thinking at IDF soldiers shooting at Israeli ("leftist") ravers from

Apaches at the Nova festival or at Israelis being paid to tell lies by far right
pedo Judeonazis like "| was at Nova". It's very unpleasant

R Xoeta Ctpiuka { @

Roskomnadzor has stated that it does not restrict the use of VPNs for
"corporate purposes" within the country.

Moreover, access to VPNs is officially permitted for over 1,700
enterprises @

A tweet describing Nova survivors as paid liars and implying that an IDF Apache helicopter was responsible for the casualties, a direct

illustration of the "Apache myth" narrative referenced in this seci.‘ion.3

e Victim blaming: A widespread narrative questions the legitimacy of holding a festival near
Gaza, framing the event as a "geographic provocation" or a religious desecration (due to the
party being held on the Sabbath and a Jewish holiday), leading to the conclusion that the
victims "brought it upon themselves."

- 33m

If you go to a music festival on land you violently
stole from others, yeah, that might happen sadly.

e & Reply 4 54 &b

® . ”

A Reddit comment arguing that attending a festival on "stolen land" justified what happened to the victims, illustrating the "they brought it upon

" .4
themselves" narrative.

3 https://x.com/Chritchen/status/2047800726567440708

*https://www.reddit.com/r/EnoughCommieSpam/comments/1n47vsj/horrific_comments_about_the_nova_mu
sic_festival/#lightbox
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daniellelouvina

Drug fueled parties next to occupied Palestinian territories
.is very strange

a'wn

v nnwn 86-1 nmox

bayleef23m =

| don't feel sorry for people who think it's normal to party
.next to an open air prison camp full of kids

a'wn

v nniwn 56-1 n"'ox

Yolanda Castro @

no offense but why would you go perty in the middle of a
war zone

a'wny

v niuwn 13-2 nox

TikTok comments blaming festival-goers for choosing to celebrate "near an open-air prison" or on "occupied territory" - demonstrating the scale of
victim-blaming content on the TikTok platform.¢

e Denial of sexual violence: There is a systematic trend of mockery and denial of survivor
testimonies regarding sexual violence.
i’;}.\" bohemian_brutha - 2mo ago
Considering every other atrocity was recorded and disseminated by the perpetrators themselves
that day, how about... a single video?

Hamas members shared videos of them doing basically everything else under the sun. Why would
they not share a single video of sexual assault?

e, Dry-Lengthiness-7182 - 2mo ago
irm’
Doesn’t sound like rape to me, sounds like a friendly gesture of respect.

*1$

Two Reddit comments: one questioning the occurrence of rape on the grounds that no video evidence exists, and another describing the assaults as a
"friendly gesture of respect” — explicit examples of the systematic mockery and denial of survivor testimonies.”

> https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7425982740585123104
¢ https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7479406900157680918
"https://www.reddit.com/r/IsraelPalestine/comments/1reOgnz/mass_rape_didnt_happen_on_oct_7_is_a_rhetor

ical/
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Low removal rates: Despite reports filed, platforms demonstrate inadequate enforcement.

s> L gl 535 S5 4 gelen

‘.-, %

““I3raeli Haaretz (ne
X
139 Liked'by alexand

s SF

I aobaidaat « Original audio~ . & :

An Instagram reel in Arabic claiming that "Hamas didn't know there was a party" and attributing casualties to an Israeli helicopter.

The content remained active on the platform despite violating terms of service, illustrating the failure of platform enforcement.8

Dominant Platforms

Instagram: Serves as a primary arena for influence operations targeting younger audiences.
X (formerly Twitter): The platform has become a hub for "false flag" claims and viral
conspiracy theories.

Telegram: Functions as a distribution center for raw, unfiltered, and unverified content,
including Hamas propaganda and graphic videos used to distort reality. Due to the absence of
monitoring, it serves as a "first stop" for narratives that subsequently spread across the rest
of the internet.

TikTok: A platform saturated with harassment of survivors, antisemitic memes, and videos
that exploit popular trends to spread hate messages or mock the suffering of civilians.
UpScrolled: A new application that emerged as an alternative for those who felt their voices
were being silenced on major platforms. It quickly became a refuge for extreme content,
Holocaust denial, and explicit calls for violence against Jews, with no community moderation.

8 https://www.instagram.com/p/C5ypiSNsCEb/

foantisemisitm.org Fighting Online Antisemitism Page 6

The War After the War: Online Hate
Targeting Nova Festival Survivors,
2026


https://foantisemisitm.org

A sy

Conclusions and Recommendations

The narrative playbook is consistent. Across platforms and languages, the same core strategies
appear repeatedly: denying the massacre occurred, redirecting blame onto the IDF, framing victims
as aggressors, and silencing survivors through personal harassment. This consistency suggests
coordinated effort rather than organic discourse.

Platforms are failing to enforce their own policies. Content that explicitly violates terms of service,
including calls for violence, denial of sexual assault, and targeted harassment of named individuals —
routinely remains active after being reported. Low removal rates reflect a policy failure.

Survivors are being harmed twice. The harassment documented here is not abstract. Named
individuals, including hostages and their families, are subjected to sustained campaigns of abuse that
compound the trauma of October 7th itself.

Based on these findings, FOA calls for the following:

e Social media platforms must implement faster and more consistent enforcement mechanisms
for content targeting survivors of mass atrocities.

e Governments and regulatory bodies should hold platforms accountable for failure to remove
content that constitutes incitement or targeted harassment.

e Further research is needed to map the full scope of state-linked networks: particularly those
connected to Iran, that are actively amplifying these narratives.

Additional Documentation

The following section presents additional documented examples of online hate content targeting
Nova Festival survivors and victims, collected across multiple platforms between 2023 and 2026.
Each item illustrates one or more of the narrative patterns identified in this report.
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Israeli "Haaretz": Hamas did not
know about the October 7 Festival
and an Israeli helicopter injured a
number of revelers

f X & @ O © 0 & =

An Instagram post presenting a manipulative headline attributed to Haaretz, claiming "Hamas didn't know about the festival and an Israeli helicopter

injured revelers" — accompanied by a drone image of burned vehicles on the escape road.9

CherylV
| wonder how they would feel if they knew it was Israeli planes that gunned

down their loved ones trying to escape?

? https://www.instagram.com/p/CzzdNM-OwSi/
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A tweet suggesting that bereaved families should know it was Israeli planes that "gunned down their loved ones trying to escape” - a continuation of

the blame-shifting narrative. 10

& Jake Shields @jal ajj- 7h
N— boyfriend is still a hostage while she's out
getting smashed by rock stars and DJ’s

& Yossi Farro

Love this picture of Rescued Israeli hostage
Noa Argamani with Post Malone.

10 https://x.com/cherylv6078/status/1890129490745176548
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- Jo pereira
" She’s a terrorist who should be arrested.

l=_ Korben Dallas &= £X
¢y

She is a whore no doubt about it.

@ FreedomFighterBRICS 3=
" You dick head. Is a Godless piece of &,. May all you ZIONIST burn & let
there not even Ramon ashes. Your. Mother's Poes.

A tweet referencing a photo of Nova survivor Noa Argamani with Post Malone after her release, followed by replies containing sexual slurs,

accusations of terrorism, and calls for violence — illustrating targeted personal harassment of a named survivor.11

Sue Romulus

@RpsAgainstTrump
Yes. Israel was at fault. Years of stealing land and homes of Palestinians
was why Hamas took hostages on October 7th for bargaining power, but

they did not know of a Music Fesitval, so the plan went sideways. IDF killed
most of the festival victims.
aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/1....

A tweet from November 2023 claiming the IDF killed most festival victims while Hamas was attempting to take hostages - an example of

systematically shifting responsibility from Hamas to lsrael.12

1 https://x.com/Dr_logical/status/1878823475437273340
12 https://x.com/SueRomulus/status/1729308639737864449
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_,_:_.% Yves Engler 2

" It feels like you're engaging in genocide propaganda

iﬁm Socialist Burrito

4 Whsta phoney exhibit. Did you ever find those 40 beheaded babies? First
you told us they were in ovens - a sick reference meant to invoke the
harrors of the Nazi Holocaust. All said you justify a genocide.

Cheryl Benson &; &

Genocide propaganda and that should’ve not been allowed you know Israel
is carrying out genocide after 77 years of illegal, brutal and violent
occupation of Palestine. Let’s add IOF murdered hundreds of their own
citizens at Nova and bombed all the kibbutz homes and cars burning

Show more

A thread of replies to a Nova exhibition post containing Holocaust distortion, denial of beheaded babies, and accusations of Israeli genocide —

demonstrating the pattern of hate that surrounds any attempt to document or commemorate the massacre. 13

AsmaaAlWahedi

Bdandhowling

Rana Kalloub

Cz she knows jer isis fake zio mafia coloniser liars n world terrorist
isnotrealis did the whole nova crime,all zios n isnotrealus will suffer 100yrs
crime,she left 109 countrues to erase Palestine country n replace it

https://x.com/DeborahLyonsSE/status/1920871785676870127 13
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A tweet containing a crude antisemitic attack targeting a survivor by name, labeling her a "Zionist" and a "mafia member"*4

nyehusary Bring her home in a box!!!! Free Palestinel!!

A video of Romi Gonen and her mom Meirav phone call on Oct. 7 accompanied by a comment reading "bring her home in a box,"15

14 https://x.com/NTarnopolsky/status/1848426457715933398
15 https://www.instagram.com/p/C4qmijHcrigN/
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a Maximum_Land3546 - :

I'm just trying to understand why go to a festival 3 miles from an open air prison. Your literally playing with
fire. It's like your condoning the behavior of Israel against the people of Palestine. | feel really sad for her
loss of life and the family that is left behind in their grief.

© ¢nd

A Reddit reply blaming the victims for attending an event on "stolen land"*

13:46 o T E3

Jeremy Loffredo @
5«} @loffredojeremy

The Nova Music Festival exhibition is the most
high tech psychopathic Disney-type trauma
experience for Zionists and similar to all this
garbage you can’t exit the mass casualty event
reenactment without going through an
overpriced gift shop

13:24 -13/06/2024 From Earth - 2.4K Views

48 Reposts 5 Quotes 103 Likes 15 Bookmarks

© 0 L 4 N &

Jeremy Loffredo @ @loffredojeremy - 17m

E’, The exhibition had Israeli cars burnt to a crisp
[they didn’t tell anyone these cars were burnt/
destroyed by Israeli Apache helicopters], birth

A viral tweet cynically describing the Nova exhibition as a "high-tech psychopathic Disney-type trauma experience for Zionists" — illustrating how

even commemorative efforts become targets for organized online hatred. v

Lhttps://www.reddit.com/r/lastimages/comments/17eviw8/last moments at the nova festival in
israel pt2/

Yhttps://www.reddit.com/r/LateStageCapitalism/comments/1deyéro/the_nova festival exhibition
has a gift shop/
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r/[NoStupidQuestions - 2y ago
wheelybindealer

Is it wierd that the nova festival was held where it was?

| know it's a very sensitive topic and | am pretty uneducated about the whole conflict but I'm trying to understand
it as much as | can.

| have read that the festival was based about 5km from the Gaza border, right near an Israeli military base and it
was moved to that location not long before the festival date. Also that the Israeli government were warned of this
about 3 days before.

Is this all true? And if so is that not very suspicious from Israel? Or am | missing something? As | said, | am very
uneducated on the whole situation and | may have got some information mixed up but it all just seems wierd to
me.

@ Junior_Win_7238 - 2y ago
| find it very hard to believe they just happened upon a music event... please.
© ¢3¢

A Reddit comment broadly casting doubt on the massacre, alongside a full post in r/NoStupidQuestions framing the location of the festival as

inherently suspicious - examples of denial and distortion disguised as "legitimate questions."18

Bhttps://www.reddit.com/r/NoStupidQuestions/comments/192ipdi/is it wierd that the nova festi
val was held where/
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