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* Canards false or misleading stories, rumors, or hoaxes, often spread to deceive people

If you use social media, chances are you’ve 
seen antisemitic posts – even if you didn’t 
realize it. 
Here’s a free guide that will help you recognize the hidden dog whistles and conspiracy 
theories that enable antisemitism to remain under the radar. Learn how to spot the signs, 
protect your community, and stand against hate.

What Are Dog Whistles?
Dog whistles are coded words or phrases that sound harmless to most people but 
communicate hate to those “in the know.” They let users spread antisemitic messages 
without attracting moderation or public backlash.

Why Antisemitic Dog Whistles Are Used
1.	 To avoid moderation – Evade platform bans and filters.
2.	 To signal insiders – Share hateful views without outsiders catching on.
3.	 To sound legitimate – Hide hate behind political or economic critiques.
4.	 To tap into conspiracy culture – Blend antisemitism with popular online theories.
5.	 To avoid social consequences – Maintain deniability if called out.
6.	 To shape public discourse – Slowly normalize antisemitic thinking.

Common Dog Whistles and What They Really Mean
It’s important to understand that antisemitic dog whistles are often used in everyday 
language. Here are some common examples, along with what they mean and how to 
recognize them.

Dog Whistles and Canards*  
A Practical Guide to the Hidden Language of Hate
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Globalists 
Hidden meaning: Coded term for “Jews” 
controlling world affairs.

Used to blame Jews for wars, crises, or global 
problems.
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Elites
Hidden meaning: Suggests Jews hold hidden 
power in politics, media, or finance.

Often used in vague claims about “who’s really in 
charge”.
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Cabal
Hidden meaning: Claims Jews run secret 
groups behind world events.

Tied to QAnon and “New World Order” 
conspiracies”.
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Khazars/Khazarian mafia
Hidden meaning: Used to delegitimize the 
Jewish claim to the State of Israel

Suggests that Jews have no indigeneity in this 
land, instead originating in the Turkic empire. 
The term ‘Khazarian Mafia’ is also sometimes 
used as a derogatory term for Jewish people, 
especially in connection with conspiracies such 
as 9/11.
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Zionists
Hidden meaning: Used as a term of abuse for 
“Jews” in hostile posts.

Often used outside Israel discourse to demonize 
Jews in general.
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Rothschilds
Hidden meaning: Refers to classic Jewish 
banking conspiracy.

Used to suggest Jews control global wealth or 
economies.
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International Bankers
Hidden meaning: Another code for Jews 
dominating finance.

Rooted in the antisemitic ‘The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion’.
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New World Order (NWO)
Hidden meaning: Theories of Jewish world 
domination.

Often combined with “Deep State” and globalist 
rhetoric.
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Oven Dodger and Other 
Holocaust Specific References
Hidden meaning: mocks Jews who survived 
the Holocaust, implying they “dodged” being 
killed in the ovens used to cremate the bodies 
of victims.

The term “oven dodger” is an incredibly offensive 
antisemitic slur used by extremists to joke about 
Jews escaping death.
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Usurers
Hidden meaning: Medieval antisemitic term 
about financial exploitation.

Resurfaces today in veiled attacks on Jewish 
ethics.
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Hollywood Elite
Hidden meaning: Jews are blamed for 
cultural influence.

Used in claims that Jews control entertainment.
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Fake News Media
Hidden meaning: All media is run by Jews. 

A modern rebrand of Jewish press control tropes.
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Cultural Marxists
Hidden meaning: Implies Jews undermine 
traditional values.

Used to claim Jewish influence is destroying 
Western culture.
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Puppet Masters 
Hidden meaning: Jews secretly control world 
leaders.

Often depicted as puppets and conspiracies 
about control.
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Deep State 
Hidden meaning: Claims of secret Jewish-run 
government networks.

Tied to antisemitic theories of government  
cover-up.
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Hidden Holocaust References in 
Coded Antisemitism 

Some online users disguise Holocaust denial, Nazi glorification, or mockery of Jewish 
suffering using subtle codes — including numbers and emojis that can easily go unnoticed. 
These tactics often evade automated moderation and may be discarded when reported.
While some of the numeric codes below are also used to signal general white supremacist 
ideology (as covered earlier), they take on additional Holocaust-related meaning when 
paired with denialism, revisionism, or glorification of Nazi crimes 

Numeric Codes Referencing the Holocaust 
and Nazism 
• 88 / HH

“H” is the eighth letter of the alphabet; 88 = Heil Hitler. A common Neo-Nazi code, often
used in usernames, tags, or images.

• 14 / 1488
“14” refers to the Fourteen Words white supremacist slogan; combined with 88, it
reinforces Nazi alignment. While covered in general hate codes, 1488 is also used in
contexts praising Hitler or denying the Holocaust.

• 18 – “A” = 1, “H” = 8
Shorthand for Adolf Hitler. Present in usernames, group names (e.g., “Combat 18”), and
posts praising Nazi ideology.

• 109 / 110
A reference to the antisemitic falsehood that Jews have been expelled from 109
countries. The slogan “make the U.S. the 110th” calls for a repeat of genocidal history.
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How to Spot Holocaust-Related Code Use
	 Check the Context 
 	 These numbers alone may seem harmless — but if combined with Holocaust memes, 		
	 revisionist language, or conspiracy theories, they signal hate.

	 Watch for Use in Usernames, Comments, or Hashtags 
 	 Especially in spaces discussing “history,” “truth,” or “WWII,” where denial or 			 
	 glorification often slips in.

	 Recognize Patterns Like “1488” or “88” 
 	 While they may also appear in broader extremist content, their use in Holocaust-		
	 related discussion is often a dog whistle for glorifying Nazism.

	 Be Aware of Numeric Echoes in Emojis or Repetition
 	 For example, “88” sometimes appears paired with fire emojis, images of Hitler, or 		
	 WWII symbolism.

Final Note
Recognizing the intent behind these subtle cues is vital to fighting online Holocaust denial 
and preserving historical truth.

Antisemitism adapts. It disguises. It hides.
With education and awareness, we can expose and challenge it wherever it lurks.
 

Want more tools to fight online hate?
Visit foantisemitism.org for free resources, reporting guides,  

volunteer opportunities, and more. Together, we can make a difference.

http://foantisemitism.org 
https://foantisemitism.org



